national Time Allocation Surveys (TAS) is an abomination. They shrug off the individualised, institution-wide Research Profiling Exercise currently underway in Manchester with: 'Overwhelmingly, British Universities' current audit culture is a product of central government diktat ' (p. 229) .
All the contributors are British except two (Jim Kemeny is Swedish and Gilles Pinson is French). Thus, the book conveys an impression of 'all pals together'. The authors display no awareness of the potential benefits of better accountability among researchers and more interaction between research and policy on the one hand, and theory and practice on the other. They make no pronouncements on whether research has generally improved or deteriorated in recent decades. They do not say whether the RAEs-which have been carried out for years-have led to high rankings for the wrong researchers: the most amenable or the most law-abiding. I would be more inclined to hold up the RAE in the UK as an example to other countries. Scarcely any alternatives are suggested. Castree (p. 221-240) does formulate ten proposals for change at the end of the book, but it is open to question whether these are realistic or bring us any further.
The book, edited by Chris Allen and Rob Imrie, discusses a phenomenon that is manifesting itself in many countries, but strongly in the United Kingdom. The general tenor of the essays is-in my opinion-biased and testifies to a simplistic approach to science and research: university researchers are the only people who have got it right and they should be exposed as little as possible to influences from policy and practice. That applies a fortiori to the funding of research by policy institutes and organisations in the field. Let us hope that many people read this book by Allen and Imrie and are encouraged to develop other visions of the relationship between theory, policy and practice in urban and housing research.
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